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Scripture Reading: Titus 2.11-3.2, 8b-11, 14 and 1 Timothy 4.7b-10 (NIV)

For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It
teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live
self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait
for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all
wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own,
eager to do what is good.
These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage and rebuke with
all authority. Do not let anyone despise you.
Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient,
to be ready to do whatever is good, to slander no one, to be peaceable
and considerate, and always to be gentle toward everyone. . . .
These things are excellent and profitable for everyone.
But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and arguments and
quarrels about the law, because these are unprofitable and useless. Warn
a divisive person once, and then warn them a second time. After that,
have nothing to do with them. You may be sure that such people are
warped and sinful; they are self-condemned.
Our people must learn to devote themselves to doing what is good, in
order to provide for urgent needs and not live unproductive lives.
....
Train yourself to be godly. For physical training is of some value, but
godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present
life and the life to come. This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full
acceptance. That is why we labor and strive, because we have put our
hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all people, and especially of
those who believe.
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