First Presbyterian Church
Sunday, January 17, 2021
Scripture Reading: Luke 3:15‐17; 7:18‐23 (NRSV)

As we prepare to hear the scriptures read, we pray that you would
open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the Scriptures are
read and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us today. Amen.
Our scripture reading for today comes from Luke 3:15‐17; 7:18‐23 (NRSV)

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning
John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with
water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to
clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”
The disciples of John reported all these things to him. So John summoned two of his disciples
and sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?”
When the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you
the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’” Jesus had just then cured many people
of diseases, plagues, and evil spirits, and had given sight to many who were blind. And he
answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight,
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have good
news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”
May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the church through the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Amen

